
City of Monticello, Iowa 
www.ci.monticello.ia.us 

Monticello City Council Meeting May 4, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.  
Monticello Renaissance Center, 220 E. 1st Street, Monticello, Iowa 

 
Mayor:  Jake Ellwood  Staff:  
City Council:    City Administrator:       Russell Farnum 
At Large: Josh Brenneman City Clerk/Treas.:      Sally Hinrichsen 
At Large: Scott Brighton  Police Chief:       Britt Smith 
At Large: Ben Duehr   Library Director:      Faith Brehm 
At Large: Dave Goedken  Public Works Dir.:      Nick Kahler 
At Large: Candy Langerman Water/Wastewater Sup.:  Jim Tjaden 
At Large: Mary Phelan  Park & Rec Director:      Jacob Oswald 
     Ambulance Director:      Lori Lynch 
     City Engineer:       Patrick Schwickerath  
 
- Call to Order – 6:00 P.M. 
- Pledge of Allegiance 
- Roll Call 
- Agenda Addition/Agenda Approval 
 
Open Forum: If you wish to address the City Council on subjects pertaining to 
today’s meeting agenda please wait until that item on the agenda is reached.  If you 
wish to address the City Council on an item not on the agenda, please approach the 
lectern and give your name and address for the public record before discussing your 
item. Individuals are normally limited to speaking for no more than three (3) minutes 
on a topic and the Open Forum is by rule limited to a total of twenty (20) minutes. 
 
Consent Agenda (These are routine items and will be enacted by one motion 
without separate discussion unless someone requests an item removed to be 
considered separately.) 
 
Approval of Council Mtg. Minutes         April            20, 2026  
Approval of Treasurer’s Reports for October, November and December 2025 
Approval of Treasurer’s Reports for January and February                      2026 
Approval of Bill List 
Approval of Fareway Class “E” retail Alcohol license 
 Approval of La Hacienda Outdoor Alcohol License 
Approval of Dollar General change in Ownership 
 
 
Resolutions: 
 

1. Resolution Approving  Purchase of “Brushcat” from Bobcat of Cedar Rapids 
 

2. Resolution Requesting Abatement of accrued Property Taxes on Property 
owned by the City of Monticello for public purposes within the city limits of 
the City of Monticello  



 
3. Resolution Approving Plat of Survey to Parcel 2026-35n located at 18292 

Amber Road X44 
 

4. Resolution Scheduling Public Hearing on City of Monticello Fiscal Year 
2025-2026 budget amendment #2 for May 18, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

Consideration and Possible Motions: 
 

5. Consideration and Possible Motion on ECICOG nuisance enforcement 
 

6. Consideration and Possible Motion on designating an “Official City Flag” 
 

 
Ordinances: 

 
7. Ordinance Rescinding Chapter 27 “City Tree Board” of the Monticello Code 

of Ordinances in its’ entirety- 2nd reading /possibly 3rd and final reading 
 

8. Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Monticello, 
Iowa, by amending Provisions Pertaining to Chapter 23 “Parks and Recreation 
Board” – 2nd reading /possibly 3rd and final reading 
 
 

Reports / Potential Actions: 
 

9. Mayor 
10. City Engineer 
11. City Administrator 
12. Park and Recreation Director 
13. Library Director 
14. Ambulance Director 
15. City Clerk 
16. Public Works Director 
17. Police Chief 
18. Water/Wastewater Superintendent 
19. Information sharing by Council Members 

 
 

Adjournment:  Pursuant to §21.4(2) of the Code of Iowa, the City has the right to 
amend this agenda up until 24 hours before the posted meeting time. 
 
Monticello City Council meetings are recorded, by attending and choosing to 
participate you give your consent to be recorded. If you prefer not to be recorded, 
you may submit comments in writing. 
 
 



The meeting will continue to be broadcast on Mediacom (Local Access Channel) and 
will be accessible via Zoom via the following link. 
 
City of Monticello is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 
Topic: May 4, 2026 Council Meeting 
Time: May 4, 2026 06:00 PM Central Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83828598485 
 
Meeting ID: 838 2859 8485 
--- 
 
One tap mobile 
+13052241968,,83828598485# US 
+13092053325,,83828598485# US 
--- 
 
Join by SIP 
• 83828598485@zoomcrc.com 
 
Join instructions 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/83828598485/invitations?signature=QFvb_mR4Hbe
7r8xlkNOHBIqNZy3enepqPjqD0dsVVaY 
 
 
 

“This employer is an equal opportunity provider & employer” 
 



 
 
Regular Council Meeting  
April 20, 2026, 6:00 P.M. 
Community Media Center 
 
Mayor Jake Ellwood called the meeting to order. Council present were: Candy 
Langerman, Mary Phelan, Ben Duehr, Scott Brighton and Dave Goedken.  Also present 
were City Administrator Russell Farnum, City Clerk Sally Hinrichsen, Water 
/Wastewater Superintendent Jim Tjaden, Library Director Faith Brehm, Parks and Rec 
Director Jacob Oswald, Public Works Director Nick Kahler, Police Chief Britt Smith and 
City Engineer Nick Eisenbacher.  Council member Josh Brenneman was absent. The 
public was invited to attend the meeting in person, or to participate in the meeting 
electronically via “Zoom Meetings” or “Facebook” and were encouraged to communicate 
from the chat or message.   
 
Brighton moved to approve the agenda.  Phelan seconded, roll call was unanimous.   
 
Langerman moved to approve the consent agenda, Goedken seconded.  Roll call was 
unanimous.  
 
Mayor opened the public hearing on proposed Budget and Certification of City Taxes for 
Fiscal Year July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027.  No written comments were received.  
Brenda Hanken, 291 N Pine, questioned the fund balance page and was advised some 
funds are using cash on hand.  No other oral comments were made.  Mayor closed the 
public hearing.  Phelan moved to approve Resolution #2026-66 Adoption of Budget and 
Certification of City Taxes for Fiscal Year July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027, 
Langerman seconded.  Roll call was unanimous. 
 
Mayor opened the public hearing on the proposed discontinuation of the “Tree Board”.  
No written or oral comments were received.  Mayor closed the public hearing.  Brighton 
introduced and moved to approve Ordinance #788 Rescinding Chapter 27 “City Tree 
Board” of the Monticello Code of Ordinances in its’ entirety, first reading in title only. 
Phelan seconded.  Roll call was unanimous.  
 
Phelan moved to approve Resolution #2026-67 Approving Order Acknowledging 
Affirmative Defense related to tobacco sale violation at Hy-Vee Dollar Fresh, Langerman 
seconded.  Roll call was unanimous. 
 
Goedken moved to approve Resolution #2026-68 Approving Settlement Agreement 
related to tobacco sale violation at Casey’s 1889, Brighton seconded.  Roll call was 
unanimous. 
 
Goedken moved to approve Resolution #2026-69 Approving Settlement Agreement 
related to tobacco sale violation at Casey’s 5079.  Duehr seconded. Roll call was 
unanimous. 
 
Langerman moved to approve Resolution #2026-70 Approving 28E Agreement between 
the School and the City for a School Resource Officer. Brighton seconded.  Roll call was 
unanimous. 



Regular Council Meeting  
April 20, 2026 
 
 
Phelan moved to approve Resolution #2026-71 Approving Pay Request #23 to Bill Bruce 
Builders, Inc., Re: Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvement Project in the amount of 
$254,012.66.  Goedken seconded.  Roll call was unanimous. 
 
Farnum and Eisenbacher reviewed the change order for the Monticello Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Improvements. Goedken moved to approve Resolution #2026-72 
Approving Change Order Request #5 in the increased not to exceed amount of 
$36,967.76 as submitted by Bill Bruce Builders related to the Monticello Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Improvements.  Langerman  seconded.  Roll call was unanimous. 
 
Langerman moved to approve Resolution #2026-73 Approving Airport FBO hangar door 
replacement in the amount of $27,575.  Goedken seconded.  Roll call was unanimous. 
 
Phelan moved to approve Resolution #2026-74 Setting Date for Public Hearing on 
Designation of the Expanded Monticello Urban Renewal Area and on Urban Renewal 
Plan Amendment, Brighton seconded.  Roll call was unanimous. 
 
Langerman moved to approve Resolution #2026-75 Approving offer and purchase of 
DOT surplus property Parcel 2006-10 and authorizing City Administrator to Close Real 
Estate Transaction in an amount not to exceed $22,000.  Brighton seconded.  Roll call 
was unanimous. 
 
Goedken moved to approve Resolution #2026-76 Acknowledging the hiring of two 
Public Works seasonal employees and setting wage.  Brighton seconded.  Roll call was 
unanimous. 
 
Smith reported that Curt Kass has completed 85% for the nuisance violations that were 
listed in his notice for the property located at 526-530 North Chestnut Street.  Smith 
advised there are some items not on the original nuisance notice that he is working with 
Kass to complete also.  Smith stated Kass has completed more than he was expecting.  
Brighton moved to give Curt Kass until May 4th, to be 100% compliant with the nuisance 
notice and no other extension will be granted, Goedken seconded.  Roll call was 
unanimous. 
 
Goedken introduced and moved to approve Ordinance #789 amending Provisions 
Pertaining to Chapter 23 “Parks and Recreation Board”, first reading in title only. Phelan 
seconded.  Roll call was unanimous.  
 
Ellwood read a statement on Bullying and would like to work to end it in the schools and 
community.  
 
Eisenbacher gave an update on the progress at the Wastewater Treatment Facility. 
 
Farnum reported a punch list for the Stephen Sewer Project has been prepared for the 
contractor to complete.  The West Well generator has been installed. 
 



Regular Council Meeting  
April 20, 2026 
 
Department heads gave updates on projects and activities happening in their departments.  
Council members gave reports on meetings they attended. 
 
Goedken moved to adjourn at 7:06 P.M.  
 
 
             
       Jake Ellwood, Mayor   
 
 
        
Sally Hinrichsen, City Clerk/Treasurer 
 
 

































 
 

Communication Page 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Synopsis:   
The Parks and Recreation Department is requesting approval for purchase of 72” Brushcat.  
 
Background Information: 
The Parks & Recreation Department is requesting approval for the purchase of a 72-inch Brushcat 
attachment to improve maintenance operations throughout the parks and trail systems in the amount of 
$9,665.39.  This attachment will feature a universal quick-attach system, allowing it to be used 
interchangeably with both the department’s Toolcat and Public Works skid steer, increasing flexibility 
and overall efficiency in operations.  The Brushcat will be utilized for a variety of maintenance needs, 
including trail upkeep, vegetation management along trails, clearing and maintaining creek beds and 
pond shorelines, and prairie maintenance both along Highway 151 and within park properties.  Its 
design will also allow staff to more effectively manage overgrowth in tighter use areas, such as 
Riverside, where maneuverability is critical. 
 
Currently, staff rely on a Ford tractor paired with a brush mower to complete similar tasks. While this 
equipment has served its purpose, it presents several limitations, including reduced maneuverability in 
confined spaces, the need for operators who are both experienced and comfortable with tractor 
operation, and safety concerns associated with PTO-driven equipment that requires operators to look 
behind themselves while moving forward.  The Brushcat, being front-mounted, will allow operators to 
maintain clear visibility of both the attachment and their direction of travel, improving safety and ease 
of use.  Additionally, its compatibility with existing equipment will expand the number of staff who 
can confidently and effectively perform vegetation management tasks, while also reducing the time 
required to complete them. 
 
Funding for this purchase will come from a combination of sources.  $4,000, which was allocated 
within the FY ’26 Capital Equipment budget with remaining funds ($5,665.39) coming from the 

Agenda Item: # 1 
Agenda Date: 5/4/2026 
 

Agenda Items Description:   Approving Purchase of “Brushcat” from Bobcat of Cedar Rapids 

 
 

Type of Action Requested:  Motion 

Attachments & Enclosures: 
 

Fiscal Impact: 
Budget Line Item:  
Budget Summary: 
Expenditure: 
Revenue:  

  
  
  
 

  

  

 

 

City Council Meeting 
Prep. Date: 4/28/2026 
Preparer: Jacob Oswald 
 



$55,000 that were budgeted for Park Improvement – Trails in FY ‘26.  This investment aligns with the 
department’s ongoing efforts to improve efficiency, enhance safety, and maintain high-quality park 
and trail spaces for the community. 
 
 
 
    
Staff Recommendation:   
To approve the purchase of the 72” Brushcat.  



 
City of Monticello, Iowa 

 
RESOLUTION #  

 

Approving Purchase of “Brushcat” from Bobcat of Cedar Rapids 

 
WHEREAS, The City of Monticello Park and Recreation Dpt. has proposed the 
purchase of a new Brushcat attachment to improve maintenance operations throughout 
the parks and trail systems in the amount of $9,665.39., and 
 
WHEREAS, The Brushcat will be utilized for a variety of maintenance needs, including 
trail upkeep, vegetation management along trails, clearing and maintaining creek beds 
and pond shorelines, and prairie maintenance both along Highway 151 and within park 
properties.  , and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Monticello, Iowa 
does hereby approve of the purchase of a Brushcat with the purchase price of $9,665.39. 
 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
subscribed my name and caused the Great Seal of 
the City of Monticello, Iowa to be affixed hereto.  
Done this 4th day of May, 2026. 

 
__________________________________________ 
Jake Ellwood, Mayor 

 
Attest: 
 
________________________________________ 
Sally Hinrichsen, City Clerk/Treasurer 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Product Quotation 
Quotation Number: AU1736742 
Quote Sent Date: Apr 02, 2026 
Expiration Date: May 02, 2026 

Your Bobcat Contact 
Alex Urlaub 
Phone: +17012416372 
Email: alex.urlaub@doosan.com 

Your Customer Contact 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Deliver to 
CITY OF MONTICELLO 
766 N MAPLE ST  
MONTICELLO, IA, 52310-1579 

Bobcat Dealer 
Adam Burger 
Bobcat of Cedar Rapids, Cedar Rapids, 
IA 
10995 High Life Court SW  
CEDAR RAPIDS, IA, 52404 

Bill to 
CITY OF MONTICELLO 
766 N MAPLE ST  
MONTICELLO, IA, 52310-1579 

 
 
Item Name Item Number Quantity Price Each Total 
72" Brushcat (Std Flow) 7218087 1 7,559.72 7,559.72 

Front Roller Kit 7242261 1 1,035.57 1,035.57 
Motor Cover 7244897 2 221.30 442.60 

 Total for 72" Brushcat (Std Flow) 9,037.89 
 Quote Subtotal 9,037.89 

Dealer PDI 50.00 
Destination Charges 330.00 
Dealer Assembly Charges 247.50 
Quote Total - USD 9,665.39 

 

 
Comment: *Plus applicable taxes. IF Tax Exempt, please include Tax Exempt Certificate with the order.  
 
*Prices per the Sourcewell Contract #020223-CEC 
 
 
*Sourcewell Member Number (if applicable): ____________ 
 
*All orders should include 1) Accounts Payable Contact and email address, 2) W9 with correct legal entity name, and 3) Bill to 
Address. 
 
*Orders may be placed with the contract holder or authorized dealer as allowed by the terms and conditions of the contract. *A Copy of 
all orders must be provided to Heather.Messmer@Doosan.com.  
 
*Contact Holder Information: Doosan Bobcat North America, Inc. Govt Sales, 250 E Beaton Drive, West Fargo, ND 58078. TID# 38-
0425350.  
 
*Payment Terms: Net 60 Days. Credit cards accepted. 
 
*Remittance address: Doosan Bobcat North America, Inc. P. O. Box 74007382, Chicago, IL 60674-7382 
 
 
 
 

mailto:alex.urlaub@doosan.com


Customer Acceptance:  
Quotation Number:  AU1736742                                 Purchase Order: ___________________________________ 
Authorized Signature: 
 
Print: _______________________________ Sign: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: _____________ Email: ________________________________________________________  
 
Addresses 
Delivery Address________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Billing Address (if different from ship to): _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Tax Exempt: Y ▢  / N ▢ 
 
Exempt in the State of: ______________________________________ 
 
Tax Exempt ID:  
 
Federal: __________________________________________________ 
 
State: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Expiration Date: ___________________________________________ 

 
 



 
 

Communication Page 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Synopsis:  The City of Monticello recently accepted the dedication of Lot A to the City, same being 
transferred to the City by Quit Claim Deed from Peggy S. Rickels.  This lot had previously been 
railroad right of way, with Lot A being located in what is known as Buckeye Street and Cedar Street, 
used by the public as if same was dedicated and accepted City right of way, same having been 
maintained as such by the City for many years. 
 
 
The City needs to take formal action, asking that property taxes be abated on this parcel, due to the 
public purpose. This resolution  accomplish that. 
 
Recommendation: Approval is recommended. 

Agenda Item: #  2 
Agenda Date: 05/04/2026 
 

Agenda Items Description:   Requesting Abatement of accrued Property Taxes on Property owned 
by the City of Monticello for public purposes within the city limits of the City of Monticello 

Type of Action Requested: Resolution  

Attachments & Enclosures: 
 
Resolution   

Fiscal Impact: 
Budget Line Item:  
Budget Summary: 
Expenditure: 
Revenue:  

 
  
  
 

 

City Council Meeting 
Prep. Date: 4/28/2026 
Preparer: Sally Hinrichsen 
 



City of Monticello, Iowa 
 

RESOLUTION #  
 

Requesting Abatement of accrued Property Taxes on Property owned by the  
City of Monticello for public purposes within the city limits of the City of Monticello 

 
WHEREAS, The City of Monticello was presented with the Plat of Survey to Parcel 
2026-01, 2026-02, and Lot A, all located within the City limits of the City of Monticello, 
Iowa, and  
 
WHEREAS, Peggy S. Rickels, owner of the parcels set forth in the above referenced 
Plat of Survey, had the survey prepared to clear up issues related to property lines, a 
portion of the property having previously been railroad right of way, with Lot A being 
located in what is known as Buckeye Street and Cedar Street, used by the public as if 
same was dedicated and accepted City right of way, same having been maintained as 
such by the City for many years, and 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Monticello accepted the dedication of Lot A to the City, same 
being transferred to the City by Quit Claim Deed, and 
 
WHEREAS, The property located  and further described as Lot A , part of the 100 foot 
wide property of the former Chicago, Milwaukee, St Paul and Pacific Railroad Company 
located in the Southeast Quarter (SE ¼) of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of Section 
Twenty-Eight (28), Township Eighty-Six North (T86N), Range Three West (R3W) of the 
Fifth Principal Meridian, in the City of Monticello, Jones County, Iowa, and  
 
WHEREAS,  The Council finds it appropriate, under the circumstances, to request the 
abatement of all accrued and accruing taxes related to said parcel, whether past due or 
accrued and not yet due, except for the $762.62 that was collected from Seller and to so 
inform the County Treasurer so that the County Board of Supervisors can take action to 
formally abate said taxes as required by §445.63 of the Iowa Code. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Monticello, Iowa 
does hereby direct the City Clerk to inform the County Treasurer of the decision of the 
City Council to request the abatement of the taxes accrued and accruing, on the above-
described tax parcel consistent with §445.63 of the Iowa Code. 
 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
subscribed my name and caused the Great Seal of the City 
of Monticello, Iowa to be affixed hereto.  Done this 4th day 
of  May 2026. 
 
__________________________________________ 
Jake Ellwood, Mayor  

Attest: 
________________________________________ 
Sally Hinrichsen, City Clerk/Treasurer 



 
 

Communication Page 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary:  The attached is a proposed parcel plat for Parcel 2026-35, for Sue and Andy Ballou. They 
wish to sell a lot with the grain bins and barns to their son. 
 
The proposed subdivision will create one new 3.52-acre (net) lot, which would be compatible with the 
surrounding development.  The property is in the City and sewer is available to the property, but there 
is no need for it at this time. The new lot will not significantly impact the future growth or 
development of the City.  
 
Recommendation:  Planning and Zoning reviewed this parcel at their regular meeting of April 28, and 
unanimously recommended approval.  
 
 
 

Agenda Item: # 3 
Agenda Date: 05/04/2025 
 

Agenda Items Description:  Resolution Approving Final Plat of Parcel 2026-35 (Ballou) 

Type of Action Requested: Resolution 

Attachments & Enclosures: 
Resolution 
Plat and locator maps 

Fiscal Impact: 
Budget Line Item:  
Budget Summary: 
Expenditure: 
Revenue:  

 
  
  
 

 

City Council Meeting 
Prep. Date: 04/28/2026 
Preparer: Russell Farnum 
 



City of Monticello, Iowa 
 

RESOLUTION #   
     

Approving Plat of Survey to Parcel 2026-35 located 
at 18292 Amber Road X44 

 
WHEREAS, The Plat of Survey to Parcel 2026-35 for property located at 18292 Amber 
Road X44 has been presented to the City Council for approval, same being located within 
Corporate Limits of the City of Monticello, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Plat was created to subdivides the portion of the parcel with the grain 
bins and barns, intended to sell this parcel to family, and  
 
WHEREAS, The City Planning and Zoning Board has reviewed the Plat of Survey and 
recommends that it be approved, and 
 
WHEREAS,  The City Council finds that the Plat of Survey for Parcel 2026-35, for 
property located at 18292 Amber Road X44 should be approved. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Monticello, Iowa 
does hereby approve the Plat of Survey for Parcel 2026-35. 

 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
subscribed my name and caused the Great Seal of 
the City of Monticello, Iowa to be affixed hereto.  
Done this 4th day of May, 2026. 

 
 

__________________________________________ 
Jake Ellwood, Mayor 

Attest: 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Sally Hinrichsen, City Clerk/Treasurer 
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Synopsis: Proposed Amendment #2to FY ‘2026 Budget . 
 
Background Information: Every year, generally once or twice, we amend the budget to conform to 
actual revenue and expense.  Expenses are more important than revenue from an amendment process, 
however, we attempt to recognize new/unanticipated revenues as well as expenditures not planned or 
anticipated at budget creation. 
 
All we are doing tonight is scheduling the public hearing to consider the proposed budget amendments.  
Staff will provide a more detailed analysis of the proposed amendments between now and the next 
meeting. Notice will be published in the Express as required by the Iowa Code. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Council approve the proposed resolution 
scheduling public hearing on the proposed FY ’26 budget amendments #2 for May 18, 2026 at 6:00 
p.m.  

Agenda Item: # 4   
Agenda Date: 0504/2026 
 

Agenda Items Description:   Resolution scheduling Public Hearing on the City of Monticello FY 
2025/2026 Budget Amendment #2 for May 18, 2026  
 

Type of Action Requested:  Motion; Resolution; Ordinance; Report; Public Hearing; Closed Session 

Attachments & Enclosures: 
 

Fiscal Impact: 
Budget Line Item:  
Budget Summary: 
Expenditure: 
Revenue:  

  
  
  
 

Proposed Resolution 

   

 

 

City Council Meeting 
Prep. Date: 4/29/2026 
Preparer: Sally Hinrichsen 
 



 
 

City of Monticello, Iowa 
 

RESOLUTION #  
 

Scheduling Public Hearing on City of Monticello Fiscal Year 
2025/2026 budget amendment #2 for May 18, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. 

 
WHEREAS, The Iowa Code requires that prior to a budget Program will exceed the 
amount originally budgeted for that Program that the City of Monticello hold a Public 
Hearing on all proposed budget amendments for the 2025/2026 fiscal year, prior to the 
final approval of same, and 
 
WHEREAS, Notice of the Public Hearing must be published at least four but no more 
than twenty days prior to the Public Hearing, and 
 
WHEREAS, Notice shall be published in the Monticello Express, scheduling Public 
Hearing for the 18th day of May, 2026 at 6:00 P.M. in the City Council Chambers at the 
Mary Lovell LeVan Renaissance Center, Monticello, Iowa, and 
 
WHEREAS,  The City Clerk is instructed to see to the publication of the appropriate 
Notice in the Monticello Express, consistent with the above dictates, so that the Public 
Hearing may be held as scheduled herein. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Monticello, Iowa 
does hereby schedule Public Hearing on the proposed 2025/2026 budget amendment #2 
for the 18th day of May, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. to be held in the City Council Chambers at the 
Mary Lovell LeVan Renaissance Center in Monticello, Iowa. 
 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my name and caused the 
Great Seal of the City of Monticello, Iowa to be affixed hereto.  Done this 4th day of 
May, 2026. 
 
 

___________________________________ 
Jake Ellwood, Mayor  

Attest: 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Sally Hinrichsen, City Clerk/Treasurer 
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Synopsis:   
 
During Budget discussions, I had presented Council with an option to contract with East Central Iowa 
Council of Governments (ECICOG) to perform routine nuisance enforcement at a very reasonable 
cost. At that time, Council was interested in the program and wanted to learn more. 
 
Attached please find ECICOG’s draft contract and scope of services. Mark Culver from ECICOG will 
be present at the meeting to discuss the services that will be provided, and his approach toward 
enforcement. He has reviewed our nuisance ordinance and has confirmed it’s workable. 
 
The City has just under $10,000 in Nuisance Abatement for the remainder of FY26, and budgeted 
$16,000 for nuisance abatement in FY 27 (starting July 1). That funding will cover the anticipated 
contract cost ($5,400 annual) plus additional costs for court, legal fees and other expenses. 
 
I anticipate that Chief Smith would still take the lead on our more egregious cases, and the Police 
Department in general would deal with the time-sensitive issues such as weeds and snow. 
 
 
Recommendation:   
 
Council discussion and direction is requested. 
 

Agenda Item: # 5 
Agenda Date: 05/04/2026 

Agenda Items Description:   Discussion and Possible Motion on contract with ECICOG for Nuisance 
Enforcement 

Type of Action Requested:  Discussion and Possible Motion  

Attachments & Enclosures: 
 

Fiscal Impact: 
Budget Line Item:  
Budget Summary: 
Expenditure: 
Revenue:  

Nuisance Abatement  
$ 16,000 
 $  5,400 
N/A 

 Resolution 
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S E R V I C E   A G R E E M E N T 
 
Purpose.  This SERVICE AGREEMENT is hereby entered into by the City of Monticello, Iowa 
(hereinafter referred to as the “City”) and the EAST CENTRAL IOWA COUNCIL OF 
GOVERNMENTS (hereinafter referred to as the “SERVICE PROVIDER”) for the purpose of 
contracting with the SERVICE PROVIDER for the Nuisance Enforcement Program services for the 
City.  
 
Scope of Services. The SCOPE OF SERVICES for the Nuisance Enforcement Program services 
dated this date, shall be made a part of this SERVICE AGREEMENT (see attached).  All provisions 
and language of the SCOPE OF SERVICES shall be adhered to as if they were incorporated 
herein.  
 
Fee. The SERVICE PROVIDER will provide inspection services to the City at a fee. This fee shall 
include the cost of inspections for the program; postage (not to include certified mail), printing, 
travel, and other direct expenses associated with providing services to the City. 
 
If additional, substantial unforeseen work is identified by the City for the direct benefit of the 
City, such services shall be provided under a separate agreement or under an addendum to this 
Service Agreement, which shall be agreed to by the appropriate parties upon stipulating the 
extra work and related costs. 
 
Effective Dates.  The effective starting date for the SERVICE AGREEMENT shall be June 1, 2026 
and ongoing until either party cancels the agreement.   
 
Termination.  This SERVICE AGREEMENT may be terminated by either the City or SERVICE 
PROVIDER by submitting a written notice of termination to the other parties of this SERVICE 
AGREEMENT. 
 
 
 
 

SIGNED: _______________________________ Date:  ___________________ 
    City of Monticello 
       
 

*** 
 
 

 
 

SIGNED: _______________________________ Date: __________________ 
           Karen M. Kurt, Executive Director, ECICOG



S C O P E   O F   S E R V I C E S 
 

Nuisance Enforcement Services for the City of Monticello, IA. 
 

   

The City has requested Nuisance Enforcement program services. ECICOG staff will provide the 
City with the following services: 
 
 

1) Upon signing the agreement, ECICOG staff and City staff will meet to review existing 
codes and develop a nuisance enforcement plan which details the City’s priorities. 

2) ECICOG will proactively monitor for nuisance code violations in the City based on 
contracted hours and priorities outlined. 

3) ECICOG will document any violations forwarded by the City and those identified through 
proactive monitoring and issue citations as warranted. ECICOG will monitor progress 
and issue additional citations if the violation is not corrected. 

4) If the issue remains unresolved after the citation process, ECICOG will refer the matter 
to City staff for possible court action. ECICOG will not initiate court action but will 
provide documentation and testimony on behalf of the City. 

5) ECICOG will email a progress report every other month detailing enforcement activities. 
6) ECICOG cannot provide timely enforcement for weed control or snow removal. 
 
ECICOG estimates twelve hours of work for each two month period. To provide the service at a 
cost-effective rate, ECICOG will visit the City an average of 1-2 times during each two month 
period. The fee for the service will be $900 billed every two months for an annual cost of 
$5,400. The service will begin June 1, 2026. Travel expenses are included in the service fee.  
 
Additional work beyond the scope of this agreement will be charged at $75/hour. 
 

Service Agreement 
This Scope of Services shall be attached and made part of the Service Agreement between the 
City and ECICOG.  
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Synopsis:  This past December, Mayor Ellwood asked me if we had a City Flag. The answer is, 
Monticello does not have an “official” City Flag. 
 
After some discussion we thought it may be beneficial to see if there were Council interest in adopting 
an official flag. The discussion has been waiting for a quieter Council agenda. 
 
Some ideas from Mayor Ellwood are attached, using our current logo. Council discussion and direction 
is requested. 
 
There is no formal recommendation. 

Agenda Item: # 6 
Agenda Date: 05/04/2026 

Agenda Items Description:   Discussion and Possible Motion on Adoption of an Official City Flag 

Type of Action Requested:  Discussion and Possible Motion  

Attachments & Enclosures: 
 

Fiscal Impact: 
Budget Line Item:  
Budget Summary: 
Expenditure: 
Revenue:  

  
  
  
 

 Resolution 

  

 

 

City Council Meeting 
Prep. Date: 04/28/2026 
Preparer: Russell Farnum 
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Synopsis:   
Discontinuing Chapter 27 – City Tree Board and rescinding from Monticello Code of Ordinances.  
 
Background Information: 
The Tree Board and Parks and Recreation Board have mutually agreed that consolidating the Tree 
Board into the Parks and Recreation Board would be beneficial for both city staff and board members. 
With the recent revamping of the Parks and Recreation Board, including the creation of pillars, this 
was seen as an opportune time to make the change. 
 
Under this consolidation, the responsibilities previously held by the Tree Board - including the care, 
preservation, planting, replanting, pruning, and removal of trees and shrubs in parks, along streets, and 
other public areas - will now fall under the oversight of the Parks and Recreation Board.  Specific 
amendments reflecting these responsibilities are included in a subsequent agenda item for Council 
consideration. 
 
Both boards have expressed support for this proposed consolidation, highlighting the potential for 
streamlined efforts, reduced duplication, and an expanded focus on environmental stewardship.  
    
Staff Recommendation:   
To approve the discontinuation of Chapter 27 – City Tree Board.  

Agenda Item: # 7 
Agenda Date: 5/4/2026 
 

Agenda Items Description:   Discontinuation of Chapter 27- City Tree Board  
 

Type of Action Requested:  Resolution 

Attachments & Enclosures: 
 

Fiscal Impact: 
Budget Line Item:  
Budget Summary: 
Expenditure: 
Revenue:  

  
  
  
 

  

  

 

 

City Council Meeting 
Prep. Date: 3/10/2026 
Preparer: Jacob Oswald 
 



ORDINANCE NO.   
 

Rescinding Chapter 27 “City Tree Board” of the 
Monticello Code of Ordinances in its’ entirety 

 
After passage of Resolution #2026-30, scheduling Public Hearing on the City Council’s 
proposed discontinuation of the City Tree Board, holding of the Public Hearing on April 
20, 2026 at 6:00 p.m., at the regularly scheduled meeting of the Monticello City Council, 
and discussion by the Council on the merits of the proposed action, the Council does 
hereby act as follows:   
 
BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Monticello, Iowa: 
 
A. Ordinance 
Chapter 27 “City Tree Board” is hereby rescinded and removed in total from the 
Monticello Code of Ordinances. 
  
B. Repealer: 
All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance 
are hereby repealed. 
 
C. Severability: 
If any section, provision, or part of this ordinance shall be adjudged invalid or 
unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance as a 
whole or any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged invalid or unconstitutional. 
 
D. Effective Date 
This Ordinance shall be in effect from and after its final passage, approval and 
publication on ___________, 2026 in the Monticello Express as provided by law. 
 
1st  reading passed by the Council on this 20th day of April, 2026 
2nd reading passed by the Council on this _______day of                   , 2026. 
3rd  reading passed by the Council on this _______ day of                  , 2026. 
       

______________________________ 
      Jake Ellwood, Mayor 
Attest: 
_________________________________ 
Sally Hinrichsen, City Clerk/Treasurer 
 
I, Sally Hinrichsen, Monticello City Clerk, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing 
Ordinance #_______ was published in the Monticello Express on the _____day of 
________, 2026. 
 
 Signed and dated this ______ day of __________________, 2026. 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Sally Hinrichsen, City Clerk/Treasurer 
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Synopsis:   
Amending the Parks and Recreation Code of Ordinances as it relates to the discontinuation of the City 
Tree Board.   
 
Background Information: 
At the Tree Board meeting on February 17, 2026, members discussed the proposal to realign the Parks 
and Recreation Board to absorb the Tree Board.  Members in attendance expressed support for the 
proposed consolidation, noting the potential for streamlined efforts, reduced duplication, and expanded 
environmental focus. Following subsequent discussions with the Parks and Recreation Board on March 
9, 2026, the consolidation was approved as a beneficial step for the City. 
 
As part of this process: 

• Chapter 27 – City Tree Board would be rescinded and removed from the Monticello Code of 
Ordinances. 

• Tree Board responsibilities and related sections on interference would be integrated into the 
revised Parks and Recreation Board Code of Ordinance. 

• The Parks and Recreation Board also expresses interest in expanding its membership from 7 to 
11, including one seat reserved for a high school student. 

• Interested Tree Board members have been invited to join the Park Board, which plans to meet 
every other month and requires a more active role than previously expected on the Tree Board. 

 
Proposed changes to Chapter 23 – Parks and Recreation Board are highlighted in yellow.  Language in 
red and crossed out is proposed to be removed from Chapter 23 – Parks and Recreation Board.  
    
Staff Recommendation:   
To approve the amendments pertaining to the Parks and Recreation Board Code of Ordinances.  

Agenda Item: # 8 
Agenda Date: 5/4/2026 
 

Agenda Items Description:   Amending Parks and Recreation Code of Ordinances  
 

Type of Action Requested:  Ordinance 

Attachments & Enclosures: 
 

Fiscal Impact: 
Budget Line Item:  
Budget Summary: 
Expenditure: 
Revenue:  

  
  
  
 

  

  

 

 

City Council Meeting 
Prep. Date: 3/10/2026 
Preparer: Jacob Oswald 
 



 
Ordinance #  

 
Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Monticello, Iowa,  

by amending Provisions Pertaining to Chapter 23 “Parks and Recreation Board” 
 
BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Monticello, Iowa: 
  
SECTION 1. CHAPTER MODIFIED. Chapter 23 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Monticello, Iowa, is repealed in its’ entirety and the following adopted in lieu thereof: 
 
23.01 PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD CREATED.  A Parks and Recreation Board is 
hereby created to advise the Council on the needed facilities to provide open space, such as 
parks, playgrounds and community facilities for other forms of recreation, and to direct and 
regulate the Monticello Berndes Center. The Board shall also plan and oversee City programs 
and encourage other programs to enhance the leisure activities of the City's residents, including 
the swimming pool. The Board will also be responsible for the development of long-range 
planning and programming for recreational activities within the City. 
 
23.02 BOARD ORGANIZATION.  The Board shall consist of seven eleven members 
appointed by the Council. Of this membership, no more than two four members may be 
nonresidents of the City, and will include one student from the Monticello High School. In 
addition, the Mayor, the Parks and Recreation Director and one Council member appointed by 
the Mayor shall serve as ex officio members of the Board. The Council may, for good cause 
shown, appoint such other ex officio members as the Council feels would be beneficial to the 
parks and recreation program of the City. Ex officio members shall not be entitled to vote on any 
matter before the Board. 
  
23.03 QUALIFICATIONS OF BOARD MEMBERS.  All members of the Board shall be 
residents of Jones County and shall be over the age of 18. Resident members of the Board must 
physically reside within the corporate City limits of the City. 
 
23.04 TERM OF OFFICE.  The term of office of the members of the Board shall be three 
years, except for the first appointed Board. The first Board shall be appointed to staggered terms 
so that thereafter no more than two terms shall expire in any given year. Terms commence on 
January 1 of the year, except the first Board, which shall commence terms upon final adoption of 
the ordinance codified by this chapter and appointment of members by Council vote. 
 
23.05 VACANCIES.  If any vacancy occurs on the Board caused by death, resignation or 
otherwise, the successor for the term position shall be appointed in the same manner as the 
original appointed for the remainder of the original term. 
 
23.06 COMPENSATION.  All members of the Board shall serve without compensation, except 
that actual expenses may be reimbursed, subject to the approval of the Council. 
 



23.07 DUTIES OF THE BOARD.    In addition to its duty to make a plan for recreation and for 
the facilities for recreation, and to update and revise these plans as required, the Board has 
authority over the properties and personnel devoted to parks and recreation, subject to the 
limitation of expenditures for salaries and supplies, contracts and capital outlays set forth in the 
annual budget provided by the Council for parks and recreation operations. The Board may make 
recommendations to the City Administrator in the allotment of time of City employees for parks 
and recreation purposes. 
 
 
The Parks and Recreation Board shall advise the Council on all matters concerning the operation, 
maintenance and improvement of the properties, personnel, and programs devoted to parks, 
recreation, and trees in the City, subject to budgetary limitations set forth in the annual budget 
approved by the Council. The Board shall make plans for recreational programs, facilities, and 
park management, including the care and preservation of trees and shrubs in parks, along streets, 
and in other public areas, and shall update and revise these plans as required. 
 
It is the responsibility of the Board to study, develop, and update as needed, a written plan for the 
care, preservation, pruning, planting, replanting, removal, or disposition of trees and shrubs in 
parks, along streets, and in other public areas. This plan shall be presented to the Council and, 
upon their acceptance and approval, shall constitute the official comprehensive City Tree Plan. 
The Board, when requested by the Council, shall investigate, make findings, and report upon any 
special matter or question within the scope of its work related to trees, parks, or recreation. 
 
(23.08) INTERFERENCE WITH PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD.  It is unlawful for 
any person to prevent, delay, or interfere with the Parks and Recreation Board, its agents, or 
employees while engaging in the planting, cultivating, mulching, pruning, spraying, or removal 
of any street trees, park trees, or trees on private grounds, or while performing any official duties 
related to parks, recreation, or tree management. 
 
23.08 (23.09) ACCOUNTING.  The accounting records of the park and recreation checking 
account shall consist of not less than the following: 
 

1. Books of Original Entry. There shall be established and maintained books of original entry 
to provide a chronological record of cash received and disbursed. 

 
2. Checks. Checks shall be prenumbered and signed by the Director of Park and Recreation 

or, in the Director of Park and Recreation’s absence or inability to act, by the Park & 
Recreation Superintendent, following Council approval, except as provided by Subsection 
4 hereof. 

 
3. Budget Accounts. There shall be established such individual accounts to record receipts by 

source and expenditures by program and activity as will provide adequate information and 
control for budgeting purposes as planned and approved by the Council. Each individual 
account shall be maintained within its proper fund and so kept that receipts can be 
immediately and directly compared with revenue estimates and expenditures can be related 



to the authorizing appropriation. No expenditure shall be posted except to the appropriation 
for the function and purpose for which the expense was incurred. 
 

4. Immediate Payment Authorized. The Council may by resolution authorize the Park and 
Recreation Director to issue checks for immediate payment of amounts due, which if not 
paid promptly would result in loss of discount, penalty for late payment or additional 
interest cost. Any such payments made shall be reported to the Council for review and 
approval with and in the same manner as other claims at the next meeting following such 
payment. The resolution authorizing immediate payment shall specify the type of payment 
so authorized and may include (but is not limited to) payment of umpire, referee and other 
officials. 

 
SECTION 2.  SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.  If any section, provision, or part of this ordinance 
shall be adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the 
ordinance as a whole or any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged invalid or 
unconstitutional. 

SECTION 3.  WHEN EFFECTIVE.  This ordinance shall be in effect from and after its final 
passage, approval and publication as provided by law. 
 
1st reading  April 20, 2026 
2nd reading ______________, 2026 
3rd reading  ______________, 2026 
 
Passed and approved by the City Council in session this ______ day of ______ 2026. 
 
Passed by the Council the ______ day of ___________, 2026 and approved this ______ day of 
_______________, 2026. 

_____________________________ 
      Jake Ellwood, Mayor  
Attest: 
________________________________ 
Sally Hinrichsen, City Clerk/Treasurer 
 
I, Sally Hinrichsen, Monticello City Clerk, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing 
Ordinance # _________ was published in the Monticello Express on the _______day of 
__________________ 2026. 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Sally Hinrichsen, City Clerk/Treasurer 
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Agenda Item: #9-19      
Agenda Date: 5/4/2026 
 

Agenda Items Description:   Reports 

Type of Action Requested:  Motion; Resolution; Ordinance; Reports; Public Hearing; Closed Session 

Attachments & Enclosures: 
 

Fiscal Impact: 
Budget Line Item:  
Budget Summary: 
Expenditure: 
Revenue:  

  
  
   
 

  

  

 

 

City Council Meeting 
Prep. Date: 4/30/2026 
Preparer: Sally Hinrichsen 
 


	A 01 a 05.04.2026 Council agenda
	A 02 a 4..20.2026 Council minutes
	A 04 a Oct-Dec 2025 Treasurer reports
	A 04 b January 2026 Treasurers Reports
	A 04 c February 2026 Treasurers Report
	A 05 a Claims list
	D 01 a Communication Page - 72in Brushcat
	Background Information:
	City Council Meeting
	Agenda Item: # 1
	Agenda Date: 5/4/2026

	D 01 b 2026-        Park.brushcar (Purchase.Approval)05.04.2026
	D 01 c CITY OF MONTICELLO - BRUSHCAT - AU1736742 4.3.26
	D 02 a Communication Page Tax Abatements
	City Council Meeting
	Agenda Item: #  2
	Agenda Date: 05/04/2026

	D 02 b 2026-            Requesting.Abatement.Taxes(City.Owned.Property.Peggy Rickels.Buckeye Street)
	D 03 a Communication Page Final Plat Ballou
	City Council Meeting
	Agenda Item: # 3
	Agenda Date: 05/04/2025

	D 03 b 2026-62 Resolution(Plat.Survey2026-25(TriCoPropane))
	D 03 c ballou andy 2026 location map
	D 03 d ballou andy plat & legal 2026
	D 04 a Communication Set FY 26 Budget.Amendment.Public.Hearing
	City Council Meeting
	Agenda Item: # 4
	Agenda Date: 0504/2026

	D 04 b 2026-23 Budget.Amend.#1 (Pub.Hrg.Notice)
	E 01 a Communication Page Nuisance Enforcement
	City Council Meeting
	Agenda Item: # 5
	Agenda Date: 05/04/2026

	E 01 b Nuisance Service Agreement - Monticello
	E 02 a Communication Page Flag
	City Council Meeting
	Agenda Item: # 6
	Agenda Date: 05/04/2026

	E 02 b Flag Ideas
	F 01 a Communication Page - Discontinuation of Chapter 27 - City Tree Board
	Background Information:
	City Council Meeting
	Agenda Item: # 7
	Agenda Date: 5/4/2026

	F 01 a Tree.Board(Discontinuation.Rescind)03.16.26
	F 02 a Communication Page - Amendment to Parks and Recreation Board Code of Ordinances
	Background Information:
	City Council Meeting
	Agenda Item: # 8
	Agenda Date: 5/4/2026

	F 02 b Revised Parks and Recreation Code of Ordinances
	H 01 a Communication Reports
	City Council Meeting
	Agenda Item: #9-19
	Agenda Date: 5/4/2026


